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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

How are Foreign Fighters represented by the press in English-speaking
countries?

How are the different social actors represented in the articles?

What changes in the news discourse related to foreign fighters emerge from a
diachronic study of the corpus!?




TOPIC

Syrian Conflict;
Definition of Foreign Fighters;

Focus on two particular aspects.




* The Islamist FF:

Refers to adherents of global jihadism who believe in using violence in the name of Islam to
protect their faith from nonbelievers, to expel infidel from the Muslim lands, to restore the
purity of faith, and to eventually install Islamic government based on Sharia. (Pokalova 2020: 4)

* The Returning FF:

The ‘returning foreign fighter’ is unique in the sense that they traverse the distinction
between the internal and external dimension of terrorist threat. [...] In particular, it helps to
strengthen the notion that the ‘open’ or ‘globalized’ society of the EU is ‘vulnerable’ to acts of
terrorism, as well as confirming the logic that increased border control and the development
of new technologies of surveillance for ‘border crossers’ should be essential elements of the
EU counter-terrorism response.The discourse focuses specifically on policies designed to
‘disrupt’ and ‘detect’ any form of ‘suspicious travel’. (Baker-Beall, 2016: 123)



DATA

Corpus: articles from six different newspapers, two for each addressed English-
Speaking contry:

Australia [] The Australian and The Sydney Morning Herald;
UK [ The Guardian and The Times;
USA [ The New York Times and The Washington Post.

Collected through the LexisNexis database
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METHODOLOGY

Analysis on both quantitative and qualitative level.
Quantitative analysis [ 1 Corpus Linguistics

Qualitative analysis [] Critical Discourse Analysis




CORPUS LINGUISTICS

Advantages: it can systematise real language examples and can thus enable an
analysis of the corpus’ linguistic characteristics;

Useful to identify the discourses on which the further analysis will be based;

McEnry and Wilson (2001:1) defined CL as “the study of language based on
examples of ‘real life’ language use”;

Use of special software: WordSmith Tools 7.0;




CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

Qualitative part of the analysis;

Focus: examination of what emerged from the corpus analysis in its original
context;

Main aim of CDA: to “investigate critically social inequality as it is expressed,
constituted, legitimized, and so on, by language use” (Wodak 2002: 2);




CDA AND NEWS DISCOURSE

This research focuses on news discourse and terrorism;
Contraposition between us and them: Van Dijk’s ideological square (1998).

Said (1981) :“a misrepresentation of Islam and Muslims, based mainly on
ideological and racial prejudices, has helped create a good us, corresponding to
the Western world, and a bad them, corresponding to the Islamic world”.




EXAMPLE

Keywords analysis;
Three newspapers: The Times, The New York Times and The Australian;

2011 and 2015;

Reference Corpus: Open American National Corpus.




EXAMPLE

2011 corpus:

lexemes as rebel and rebels;
Arab Springs;

Libya and Gaddafi.




EXAMPLE

2015:

rebel and rebels not even in the list;

Lexemes as fighter(s), terrorist(s) and jihadist(s);
Increase in references to the Islamic State;
Syria instead of Libya;

References to religious discourse.




FURTHER EXPECTED RESULTS

FF are a highly heterogeneous phenomenon;
Representation of those who die fighting;

Diachronic aspect and changes in discourses.




TIME CHART

Early stage of research;

Corpus collection until March 2021;
Literature Review;

Methodological and theoretical chapter;

Quantitative analysis;

315t October 2022.
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